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RESEARCH INTERESTS:  
 
Urban ecologist investigating lawn culture, bumble bees, and socio-environmental change in private residential 
landscapes. My PhD and master’s research, alongside work at the Field Museum and USGS, employ socio-ecological 
tools to assess and transform lawn culture to expand floral resources for pollinators. Founder of the Host Plant Network, a 
community science initiative organizing people to grow urban pollinator habitat. 
 
EDUCATION 
  

Present PhD Plant Biology & Conservation, Northwestern/Chicago Botanic Garden, Evanston, IL 
 Thesis: Bees on the Block: A Collective Planting Project Interseeding Natives into Turfgrass  
 
2023 Herbalism Certificate, Chicago Center for Psychophysical Healing, Chicago, IL  

2022 M.S. Environmental Science, DePaul University, Chicago, IL 
Thesis: Evanston Host Plant Initiative: Native Flowers for the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee 

 2022 Visiting Student, University of Illinois Chicago, Chicago, IL  
Course: Landscape Ecology (Dr. Emily Minor) 

 2021 Permaculture Design Certificate, Chicago Permaculture Teaching Institute, Chicago, IL 

 2019  Edible Wild Plants Certificate, Resiliency Institute, Naperville, IL 

2013 B.A. Sociology & Anthropology, University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA 
Thesis: “Hip is to Educate, Hop is to Elevate”: An Ethnography of the Use of Hip-Hop to Teach in 
Tacoma, Washington 

 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
 
April 2023 – August 2023 United States Geological Survey, Biological Technician, Chesterton, IN  
 
May 2022 – November 2022 Field Museum of Natural History, Interdisciplinary Pollinator Program 

Assistant, Chicago, IL 
 
April 2019 – July 2019  Christy Webber Farm & Garden, Plant Receiving Assistant, Chicago, IL 
        
January 2017 – December 2018 Planned Parenthood of Illinois, Teen Birth Control Access Campaign Coordinator, 
     Chicago, IL      
 
July 2015 – July 2016  Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest, Community Outreach Educator, 
     Tacoma, WA                   
 
February 2014 – July 2015  Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest, Community Service-Learning   
     Specialist, Tacoma, WA                                                  
                                
June 2013 – May 2014   Northwest Leadership Foundation, School Garden Facilitator, Tacoma, WA 

mailto:libbyshafer@u.northwestern.edu


                              

GRANT AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS 
External Funding 

• Illinois Native Plant Society Research Grant, Evanston Host Plant Initiative – funded research and plant 
giveaways ($2,500, 2021) 
 

Internal Funding 
• Travel Award, Plant Biology & Conservation, Northwestern/Chicago Botanic Garden – funded attendance at 

Midwest bee genus identification workshop, University of Minnesota (2025) 
• Conference Travel Grant, The Graduate School, Northwestern University – supported presentation at SER 

World (2025)  
• Harrison I. Steans Graduate Fellowship, DePaul University – supported Evanston Host Plant Initiative 

($5,400, 2021) 
• DePaul Graduate Research Fund, DePaul University – funded plant giveaways for Evanston Host Plant 

Initiative ($500, 2021) 
 

 

MANUSCRIPTS  
• Shafer, L.B., Klimas, C.A., Vogt, J., & Hasle, A.F. (2025). Community engagement in urban habitat creation for 

the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee (Bombus affinis) indicates the potential of conservation in private yards. Urban 
Forestry & Urban Greening, 113, 129129. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2025.129129 

 
RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 

• Rethinking Lawns Symposium, Chicago Botanic Garden – Rethinking Lawns (Nov 17, 2025) 
• Critical Topics Guest Lecture, Northwestern University – Researching Lawns as a Tool for Social Change (Oct 16, 

2025) 
• SER World Conference, Denver, CO – Exploring Native Lawn Alternatives to Meet Conservation Goals in Chicago 

(Oct 3, 2025) 
• SER World Conference, Denver, CO – Native Seeds in Turfgrass: A Lawn Enhancement Experiment (Oct 3, 2025) 
• Service Speaks, DePaul University, Irwin W. Steans Center – The Rusty Patched Bumble Bee: A Community 

Science Initiative (May 19, 2025) 
• Environmental Science & Studies Research Symposium, DePaul University – Evanston Host Plant Initiative: 

Native Flowers for the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee (Jun 4, 2021) [Virtual] 
• The Nature of Cities Festival, Microtalks – Evanston Native Bee Initiative (Feb 22–26, 2021) [Virtual] 

 

SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY 
May 2025 – August 2025 Northwestern/Chicago Botanic Garden, Mentor in the Research Experiences for 

Undergraduates (REU) program, Glencoe IL 

September 2025 – present Northwestern/Chicago Botanic Garden, Research Assistant for the Midwest 
Native Seed Network, Glencoe IL 

January 2025 – September 2025 Northwestern/Chicago Botanic Garden, Research Assistant for the Negaunee 
Institute, Glencoe, IL 

September 2024 – November 2024     Northwestern University, Teaching Assistant for R Data Science Course, 
Evanston, IL 

September 2024 – present Northwestern/Chicago Botanic Garden, Student Leader, Glencoe, IL 

September 2020 – November 2020 DePaul University, Teaching Assistant for Applied Ecology Course, Chicago, IL 
 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2025.129129


September 2020 – August 2021 DePaul University, Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Accessibility Committee 
Member, Chicago, IL                                                                                  

September 2020 – June 2021 DePaul University, DePaul Trees Vice President, Chicago, IL    

 
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 
July 2025 – present   City of Evanston Environment Board, Board Member, Evanston IL 

March 2021 – present  Natural Habitat Evanston, Steering Committee Member, Evanston IL           
   
November 2025   Natural Habitat Evanston, Seed Collecting Event, Evanston IL 

February 2022   Urban Rivers, Mussel Repopulation Volunteer Event, Chicago IL 

October 2021 – June 2022   Citizens’ Greener Evanston, Re-branding Committee Member, Evanston, IL 

July – September 2020  Chicago Botanic Garden, Plant Evaluation Volunteer, Glencoe, IL                                                                        
 
January – May 2020  Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, Herbarium Volunteer, Chicago, IL  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Workshops and Conferences Attended  

• Rethinking Lawns Symposium, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, IL (Nov 17, 2025) 
• Greenlight Nature Lab for People and Places Lab (Nov 3, 2025) [Online Lab] 
• SER World Conference, Denver, CO (Sep 30–Oct 4, 2025) 
• Midwest Bee Genus Identification Workshop, University of Minnesota (Mar 10–14, 2025) 
• Wild Things Conference (Mar 1, 2025) 
• Chicago Wilderness Conference (Nov 15, 2024) 
• National Native Seed Conference, Institute for Applied Ecology (Feb 7–8, 2024) 
• Bumble Bee Identification Workshop, University of Minnesota Bee Lab (Jun 7, 2023) 
• Chicago Wilderness Conference (Nov 3, 2022) 
• A Scientist Walks into a Bar, The Hideout — multiple sessions (Jul–Dec 2021; Mar–Oct 2022) 
• BeeCon 2021, York University, BEEc – Bee Ecology, Evolution and Conservation (Oct 15, 2021) [Online 

Conference] 
• Wild Things Conference (Feb 19–21, 2021) [Online Conference] 
• Learning Series on Research and Land Stewardship Collaborations with Indigenous Peoples, Global Council for 

the School and the Environment (Nov 17, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• What Kind of Ancestor Do You Want To Be?, New School at Commonweal & Center for Humans and Nature 

(Oct 29 & Nov 5, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• Pollinator Habitat Technical Training Workshop Series, Project Wingspan (Nov 3, 10 & 17, 2021) [Online 

Workshop] 
• Traditional Ecological Knowledge Series: Diversifying Conservation with Indigenous Perspectives, Morton 

Arboretum (Oct 7, 14 & 21, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• Wasps: Their Biology, Diversity, and Role as Beneficial Insects and Pollinators of Native Plants, Wild Ones (Oct 

20, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• BeeCon, York University, Centre for Bee Ecology, Evolution and Conservation (Oct 15–16, 2021) [Online 

Conference] 
• Annual North American Pollinator Protection Campaign (NAPPC) Conference, Pollinator Partnership & 

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History (Oct 19, 2021) [Online Conference] 
• Northern Illinois Bumblebee Identification & Bombus affinis (RPBB) Specific Concerns, Evanston Host Plant 

Initiative (Jul 14, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• Planting Seeds, Growing Racial Equity, Chicago Wilderness Café (Apr 1, 2021) [Online Workshop] 



• iNaturalist and the City Nature Challenge, Chicago Wilderness Café (Mar 31, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• Laudato Si’ Gardens: On Care for Our Common Home, Archdiocese of Chicago (Feb 27, 2021) [Online 

Workshop] 
• Wild Things Conference (Feb 26–28, 2021) [Online Conference] 
• The Nature of Cities Conference (Feb 22–26, 2021) [Online Conference] 
• The Bombus Among Us – Bumble Bee Basics, Olbrich Botanical Gardens (Jan 28, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• Mapping the Green Vision, Chicago Wilderness Café (Jan 28, 2021) [Online Workshop] 
• Paleontology, A Scientist Walks into a Bar, Field Museum & The Hideout (Apr 21, 2020) [Online Workshop] 
• Seed Harvest in the Amazon, Morton Arboretum (Oct 5, 2020) [Virtual Workshop] 
• Sustainable Urban Systems (SUSPIRE) Conference, Northwestern University, Argonne National Laboratory, 

University of Chicago, & Illinois Center for Urban Resilience (Jul 16–17, 2019) 
• Identifying Our Nature, Garfield Conservatory (Jul 10, 2019) 
• Forever Gone – Extinction and the Case for Ecological Reparations, Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, Chicago 

Audubon Society & Chicago Ornithological Society (Jun 25, 2019) 
• Climate, Biodiversity and People, Discovery Partners Institute (Jun 19, 2019) 
• What You Plant Matters, Field Museum & Wilmette Public Library (Apr 27, 2019) 
• The D’Arcy McNickle Distinguished Lecture, Newberry Library — Winona LaDuke (Nov 10, 2016) 
• Race and Pedagogy National Conference, University of Puget Sound (Sep 27, 2014; Oct 28, 2010) 

MEDIA MENTIONS 
• “Bees on the Block research project adds plants to underutilized lawn space in Evanston.” The Daily 

Northwestern, October 22, 2025. https://dailynorthwestern.com/2025/10/22/lateststories/bees-on-the-block-
research-project-adds-plants-to-underutilized-lawn-space-in-evanston/ 

• “How you can save the bees one plant at a time.” Fox 32 Chicago, June 28, 2021, 
https://www.fox32chicago.com/video/949328 

• Mathews, Kristin Claes. “Saving the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee, One Plant at a Time.” DePaul Newsline, June 
25, 2021, https://resources.depaul.edu/newsline/sections/campus-and-
community/Pages/bumble_bee_libby_shafer.aspx 

• Brinckwirth, Carolyn. “Department of Environmental Science and Studies Received Funding for Peer Mentor 
Programs.” DePaul Newsline, June 17, 2021, https://resources.depaul.edu/newsline/sections/campus-and-
community/Pages/peer-mentor-program.aspx 

• Smith, Meg Evans. “Community Science Project Hopes to Draw Endangered Bumble Bee to Evanston Gardens.” 
Evanston RoundTable, June 4, 2021, https://evanstonroundtable.com/2021/06/04/community-science-project-
hopes-to-draw-endangered-bumble-bee-to-evanston-gardens/ 

• Klunk, Wendy. “Evanston Host Plant Initiative works to save endangered bee species.” Daily Northwestern, May 
17, 2021, https://dailynorthwestern.com/2021/05/17/city/evanston-host-plant-initiative-works-to-save-
endangered-bee-species/ 

• Raichel, Daniel. “Chicago, a ‘Sweet Home’ for an Endangered Bee?” Natural Resources Defense Council, 
March 29, 2021, https://www.nrdc.org/experts/daniel-raichel/chicago-sweet-home-endangered-bee 

• Greene, Morgan. “The endangered rusty patched bumblebee is at the center of a legal challenge over habitat that 
conservationists say it needs to survive.” Chicago Tribune, March 29, 2021, 
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-prem-rusty-patched-bumblebee-lawsuit-habitat-
20210329-fezt5jg3e5dsxfbkcwk2eotzl4-story.html 

• “Eggplants and Peaches.” Wattz Up! by Yollocolli Arts Reach, Lumpen Radio, July 10, 2018, 
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/256-yollocalli-43054920/episode/wattz-up-eggplants-and-peaches-44145041/  

• Hawbaker, KT. “Planned Parenthood of Illinois kicks off new birth control campaign led by teens.” Chicago 
Tribune, April 4, 2018, https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/ct-life-planned-parenthood-my-body-my-
story-0404-story.html 
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